Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=88FD588E97D3405D869BCAEI8D391984-WILCOX, JAH]
Sent: 3/9/2018 7:38:40 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael [MBiesecker@ap.org]
CC: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

The firm is Strategies 360 and it’s co-founded by a Democrat campaign manager.

On Mar 9, 2018, at 2:31 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

James,

I need to spell out for our readers which individual you are referring to with “a Democratic campaign
manager’s PR firm.” If you are referring to Strategies 360, which partner?

Thanks,

Michael

From: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 2:24 PM
To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Hi Michael,
You can attribute to EPA Spokesman Jahan Wilcox:

“We had two options: one vendor was 529,140 and the other was $6,500, but ultimately this document
was made in-house. This pales in comparison to the previous administration that paid $570,000 to a
Democratic campaign manager’s PR firm to run EPA’s What's Upstream campaign.”

Thanks,
James

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 9, 2018 1:38 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Jahan,

Please provide on-the-record comment on the $6,500 contract to Go BIG Media Inc. to help produce
EPA’s year end report.
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Thanks,

Michael

<imageOO1l.jpg> <image002.jpg>

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Key M 202-465-6091

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link
for instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world
to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of
independent news and information. On any given day, two thirds of the world's population sees news
from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and
The Associated Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“l go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of
the Little Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Wilcox, Jahan [JO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=88FD588E97D3405D869BCAEI8D391984-WILCOX, JAH]

3/9/2018 8:38:45 PM

Biesecker, Michael [MBiesecker@ap.org]

Feldman, Carole [CFeldman@ap.org]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz
[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

l understand you were in North Carolina and believe you are somewhat new to EPA.

That said the AP claims they call it both ways: so | am asking did AP report when the news of What's Up Stream first
emerged? | cannot find the story - maybe AP did, maybe AP did not - but if AP did not report on What's UpStream when
it first emerged, then why does AP find this newsworthy.

On Mar

9, 2018, at 3:32 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

I was AP’s primary reporter covering the Hillary Clinton email investigation then, but if | had been
covering EPA | likely would have. If you are trying to allege personal political bias, | would refer you to
my past coverage of North Carolina Gov. Mike Easley (who was convicted of a felony), Gov. Bev. Perdue
(forced to drop her re-election campaign), and the campaign finance arrest and trial of former Sen. John
Edwards. I'd also note the aggressive coverage by myself and AP colleagues of the Gold King Mine spill,
which occurred under the Obama administration.

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 3:24 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Feldman, Carole <CFeldman@ap.org>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Press
<Press@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Thanks, but did the AP write on What's Upstream when the contract was first discovered, just like you
are doing here to the Trump Administration?

On Mar 9, 2018, at 3:14 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

http://www.chronline.com/news/audit-says-epa-funded-campaign-didn-t-violate-
lobbving-rules/article 777e3¢64-2ab5-11e7-be(6-¢f589¢ba3919.html

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 03, 2018 3:01 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>; Feldman, Carole <CFeldman@ap.org>
Cc: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

He worked for Democrats: Booth Gardner, Scoop Jackson and Maria Cantwell.

What Republican are you referring to?
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Also did the Associated Press report on What's Upstream in 2016? I'm having a hard
time finding the story.

On Mar 9, 2018, at 2:42 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

If you are referring to Ron Dotzauer, his bio says he worked for both
Republicans and Democrats.

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 2:39 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

The firm is Strategies 360 and it’s co-founded by a Democrat campaign
manager.

On Mar 9, 2018, at 2:31 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>
wrote:

James,

| need to spell out for our readers which individual you
are referring to with “a Democratic campaign manager’s
PR firm.” If you are referring to Strategies 360, which
partner?

Thanks,

Michael

From: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 08, 2018 2:24 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>; Wilcox,
Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Hi Michael,
You can attribute to EPA Spokesman Jahan Wilcox:

“We had two options: one vendor was 529,140 and the
other was $6,500, but ultimately this document was
made in-house. This pales in comparison to the
previous administration that paid $570,000 to a
Democratic campaign manager’s PR firm to run EPA’s
What's Upstream campaign.”
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Thanks,
James

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 9, 2018 1:38 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Jahan,

Please provide on-the-record comment on the $6,500
contract to Go BIG Media Inc. to help produce EPA’s
year end report.

Thanks,

Michael
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Michael Biesecker
Reporter
mbiesecker@ap.org
Twitter: @ mbieseck

Public Key

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure
way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast,
unbiased news from every corner of the world to all
media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP
today is the largest and most trusted source of
independent news and information. On any given day,

two thirds of the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all
corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The
Associated Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“l go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP

reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of

the Little Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is
intended for the use of the designated recipients
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named above. If the reader of this communication is
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in etror,
and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication
in error, please notify The Associated Press
immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and
delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is
intended for the use of the designated recipients

named above. If the reader of this communication is not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you
have received this communication in error, and that any
review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-
621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the
use of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any
review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-
621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the
designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication
in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and
delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated
recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Biesecker, Michael [MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: 3/9/2018 6:38:22 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

cC: Press [Press@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Adding Liz, since Jahan is out.

From: Biesecker, Michael

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 1:38 PM

To: 'Wilcox, Jahan' <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Jahan,

Please provide on-the-record comment on the $6,500 contract to Go BIG Media Inc. to help produce EPA’s year end
report.

Thanks,

Michael

Ap ASSOUIATED PRESS

Michael Biesecker 1100 13 St. NW, Suite 700
Reporter Washington, D.C. 20005-4076
mbiesecker@ap.org

Twitter: @mbieseck T 202-641-9445

Public Key M 202-465-6091

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media
platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and
information. On any given day, two thirds of the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The Associated
Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“1 go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of the Little
Bighorn, 1876
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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Message

From: Biesecker, Michael [MBiesecker@ap.org]

Sent: 3/9/2018 9:17:42 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

cC: Feldman, Carole [CFeldman@ap.org]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz
[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

| was referring to the line in his bio, “Ron was an integral part of four national presidential conventions — both
Democratic and Republican.” But you may be right on his personal consulting clients, as opposed to the firm’s. The firm
also has Republican strategists on staff, including Phil Hardy {Labrador and Trump) and Adrian Bakke (Kasich), according
to its website.

But, as noted in the OIG report, EPA grave a grant to Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, which gave a sub grant to
Swinomish Indian Tribe, which in turn hired Strategies 360. In contrast, EPA has recently used public money to directly
hire two media consulting firms with strong GOP ties {though the first was cancelled amid public scrutiny). AP will
include your quote, but will also include that additional context.

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 3:41 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Feldman, Carole <CFeldman®@ap.org>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>; Bowman,
Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Also what Republican did Ron Doutzauer work for? I've spent 30 minutes searching through the FEC reports and have
not seen anything yet, but will continue to look.

On Mar 9, 2018, at 3:32 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

| was AP’s primary reporter covering the Hillary Clinton email investigation then, but if | had been
covering EPA | likely would have. If you are trying to allege personal political bias, | would refer you to
my past coverage of North Carolina Gov. Mike Easley (who was convicted of a felony), Gov. Bev. Perdue
(forced to drop her re-election campaign), and the campaign finance arrest and trial of former Sen. John
Edwards. I'd also note the aggressive coverage by myself and AP colleagues of the Gold King Mine spill,
which occurred under the Obama administration.

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 3:24 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Feldman, Carole <CFeldman®@ap.org>; Hewitt, James <hewitl.james@epa.gov>; Press
<Press@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Thanks, but did the AP write on What's Upstream when the contract was first discovered, just like you
are doing here to the Trump Administration?

On Mar 9, 2018, at 3:14 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:
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http://www.chronline.com/news/audit-says-epa-funded-campaign-didn-t-violate-
lobbying-rules/article 777e3¢c64-2ab5-11e7-be06-¢f589¢ba3919.html

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 3:01 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <\MBiesecker@ap.org>; Feldman, Carole <CFeldman@ap.org>
Cc: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

He worked for Democrats: Booth Gardner, Scoop Jackson and Maria Cantwell.
What Republican are you referring to?
Also did the Associated Press report on What’s Upstream in 2016? I'm having a hard

time finding the story.

On Mar 9, 2018, at 2:42 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org> wrote:

If you are referring to Ron Dotzauer, his bio says he worked for both
Republicans and Democrats.

From: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 2:33 PM

To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>

Cc: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

The firm is Strategies 360 and it’s co-founded by a Democrat campaign
manager.

On Mar 9, 2018, at 2:31 PM, Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>
wrote:

James,

I need to spell out for our readers which individual you
are referring to with “a Democratic campaign manager’s
PR firm.” If you are referring to Strategies 360, which
partner?

Thanks,

Michael

From: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 2:24 PM
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To: Biesecker, Michael <MBiesecker@ap.org>; Wilcox,
Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Hi Michael,
You can attribute to EPA Spokesman Jahan Wilcox:

“We had two options: one vendor was 529,140 and the
other was $6,500, but ultimately this document was
made in-house. This pales in comparison to the
previous administration that paid $570,000 to a
Democratic campaign manager’s PR firm to run EPA’s
What's Upstream campaign.”

Thanks,
James

From: Biesecker, Michael [mailto:MBiesecker@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 9, 2018 1:38 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan®@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Go BIG Media Inc. contract

Jahan,

Please provide on-the-record comment on the $6,500
contract to Go BIG Media Inc. to help produce EPA’s
year end report.

Thanks,

Michael
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Michael Biesecker
Reporter
mbiesecker@ap.org
Twitter: @ mbieseck

Public Key

Have a tip for the Associated Press? We have a secure
way to send it to us, anonymously. Follow this link for
instructions: www.ap.org/tips

AP is the essential global news network, delivering fast,
unbiased news from every corner of the world to all
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media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP
today is the largest and most trusted source of
independent news and information. On any given day,
two thirds of the world's population sees news from AP.

“There are only two forces that can carry light to all
corners of the globe — the sun in the heavens and The
Associated Press down here.” — Mark Twain, 1906

“l go with Custer and will be at the death." — AP
reporter Mark Kellogg’s final dispatch from the Battle of
the Little Bighorn, 1876

The information contained in this communication is
intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error,
and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication 1s strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication
in error, please notify The Associated Press
immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and
delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is
intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you
have received this communication in error, and that any
review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-
621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the
use of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any
review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-
621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the
designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication
in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and
delete this email. Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients
named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or
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copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email.
Thank you.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named
above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The
Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
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